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6$6 THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. [Vol. XI. 

the views of philosophers, critics, and artists, from the Greeks down to the 
present day, respecting the relation between art and morality. Lessing, 
Goethe, and others are omitted on account of their prominence, so that 
the list is commendable chiefly on account of the erudition displayed, and 
useful only for occasional reference. 

The critical section of the book contains brief discussions of such topics 
as, "Art and Philosophy," "Art and Science," " The Democratic Tend- 
ency and Art," and "The Tendency of Art in the Nineteenth Century." 
But the chief problems treated and the most general conclusions reached 
bear upon the claim of art to complete emancipation from the jurisdiction 
of ethics. The author distinguishes carefully between a relation of de- 
pendence on the part of art, a relation which the latter justly repudiates, 
and the relation of reciprocal influence, which inevitably obtains. Only 
the fruitless method of abstract simplicity can completely separate art and 
morality. They are both human interests, and as such are to be funda- 
mentally understood only when taken as related parts of the general human 
interest, man's conception of the worth and orientation of life. Ideally 
speaking, there is one true Weltanschauung, with an art and a morality that 
express it both truly and harmoniously. The friction between art and 
morality arises from differences in philosophical and religious points of view. 
The morality of one Weltanschauung contradicts the art of another. The 
artist, apart from fundamental philosophical considerations, has as valid a 
standard as the moralist, and he will approach the final unity best by sin- 
cerely expressing his aesthetic insight, though at the same time expecting 
criticism and correction from the ethical point of view. The book is un- 
fortunately not lucid in style ; but it contains some good historical matter, 
and seems to the present writer to be sound in its main conclusion. 

Ralph Barton Perry. 

Harvard University. 

The Mental State of Hystericals : A Study of Mental Stigmata and Mental 

Accidents. By Pierre Janet. Translated by Caroline Rollin 

Corson. G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1901. — pp. xviii, 535. 

The work of which this is a translation appeared in 1892. In it Janet 

undertook to restate, in a form better adapted to the needs of the physician, 

the facts and interpretations which he had already (1889) put forth in his 

L' automatisme psychologique as a study in psychology. 

The book consists of two parts — "Mental Stigmata" and "Mental 
Accidents." The " Stigmata " of hysteria are those phenomena which are 
more permanent and characteristic of the disease in any given patient, 
the very existence of which is generally unknown to him. The accidents 
are the more transient and incidental phenomena, superadded, as it were, 
to the stigmata ; of them the patient is generally aware. To the first type 
belong anaesthesias, amnesias, abulias, motor disturbances, and modifi- 
cations of character ; to the second, suggestion and subconscious acts, 
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fixed ideas, attacks, somnambulisms, deliriums. To each of these topics 
Janet devotes a chapter. 

Janet's characterization of hysteria rests upon the psychological theory 
that consciousness is a coordinated system of elements, that this system is 
capable of disruption or " disordination, " that its component elements may 
still exist in a more or less isolated condition as "subconscious states." 
Hysteria is, essentially, such a disruption of consciousness ; and the be- 
wildering variety of the symptoms which it presents is due to the fact that 
consciousness may be broken up in an infinite variety of ways. 

Whatever the value of the theory, there is no room for two opinions as 
to the nature of the observations and experimental results reported by 
Janet and his co-workers. They are for the most part easily verified by 
any one who possesses the requisite training and has access to a good 
neurological clinic. And the very fact that they are incapable of explana- 
tion by our traditional psychological theories, or by those that are now offi- 
cially accepted in most German and American laboratories, lends them an 
additional interest. It is much to be hoped that some portion of the zeal 
now expended upon * ' mental measurements ' ' of various kinds may be di- 
verted into this most promising field of investigation. 

The translation can scarcely be said to be good. It is literal in the extreme, 
and consequently suffers both in clearness and in grace. Had Mrs. Cor- 
son lived to complete her work, many of these blemishes would, no doubt, 
have been removed. Wm. Romaine Newbold. 

University of Pennsylvania. 

Spinozas Gottesbegriff. Von Elmer E. Powell. Halle, Max Nie- 

meyer, 1899. — PP- u 3- 

In the preface, the author, while referring to the fact that the literature 
on Spinoza's philosophy is constantly increasing, points out that, since the 
publication of the Korte Verhandeling, Spinoza's conception of God has 
not been made the subject of a special investigation. The main pur- 
pose of the work is apparently to determine whether this conception is 
adapted to the demands of a philosophy of theism ; and the conclusion 
reached is that the Spinozistic God and the God of theism have nothing 
in common but the name. In the Korte Verhandeling, presumably 
Spinoza's first work, the pantheistic position is clearly indicated, and the 
suggestions of theism occurring in the later works arise largely, as the 
writer shows, from Spinoza's terminology, probably used purposely, in 
order to recommend his philosophy to the general reader. After discuss- 
ing in the introduction the methodological presuppositions of Spinoza's 
philosophy, and the meanings of some of the terms employed, particularly 
that of the term * idea, ' the writer takes up in order the doctrines of sub- 
stance, attribute, and mode, and shows that Spinoza constantly endeavors, 
though vainly, to equate substance as wholly indeterminate with substance 



